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extravagant way in which the money of the Panama
shareholders was being spent.
" The famous Bureau system is what has obtained
in the Isthmus up to this present time, with changes
and amplifications without number. There is enough
bureaucratic work, and there are enough officers on
the Isthmus, to furnish at least one dozen first-class
republics and officials for all their departments. The
expenditure has been something simply colossal.
One Director-General lived in a mansion that cost
over $100,000; his pay was $50,000 a year; and
.every time he went out on the line, he had his
deplacement, which gave him the liberal sum of
$50 a day additional. He travelled in a handsome
Pullman car, specially constructed, which was
reported to have cost some $42,000. Later, wishing
a summer residence, a most expensive building was
put up near La Boca. The preparation of the
grounds, the building, and the road thereto, cost
upwards of $150,000.
" The way money has been thrown away is simply
astonishing. One canal chief had had built a famous
pigeon-house while I was on the Isthmus recently.
It cost the Company $15,000. Another man had
built a large bath-house on the most approved
principles. This cost $40,000. Thousands and tens
of thousands have been frittered away in ornamental
grounds, for all had to be beau, utility being a second
consideration.
" M. Rousseau was sent to the Isthmus in 1886
by his Government to report upon the Panama Canal.